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ALL INDIA MARINE FISHERIES CENSUS 
FRAME SURVEY-1973-77 
The first attempt to build up a planned survey 
of marine fish landings on an all India basis was made 
by the Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute in 
1948-49. The pilot survey conducted by this Institute 
brought forth a realistic picture of the fishing activities 
which are so essential for planning a suitable samphng 
design for the estimation of marine fish production and 
fishing effort in India. Village-wise data on the total 
fishermen population, number of active fishermen, fish-
ing units of different types, varieties of fish caught and 
fishing season were collected at that time. With the ex-
pansion of the fishery resources survey scheme during 
the successive plan periods periodic surveys of fishing 
villages were undertaken during 1957-58 and 1961-62. 
The surveys conducted during later years brought 
additional information such as number of fish landing 
centres, approach to fishing villages and landing centres, 
jetty facilities available for the landings of mechanised 
fishing boats and other infrastructure facilities available 
such as number of cold storages, freezing plants, canning 
plants etc. at important landing centres. A similar 
survey was conducted during 1973-77 covering detailed 
information on the number of mechanised boats, dift'e-
renl category of indigenous fishing crafts and gears etc. 
in each maritime State of India the highlights of which 
are given here. For this survey covering the marine 
sector fisherman is defined as one who is engaged in 
fishing activities, the active fisherman as one who is en-
gaged in actual fishing, the fishermen population as the 
members belonging to a fisherman family including him-
self, the fishing village as the village where the fishermen 
population reside and the landing centre as the place 
where the fishing units land their catches. 
All India (Tables 1 & 2) 
1. The total number of marine fishing villages in 
India (excluding Andamans and Lakshadweep) in-
creased to 1913 during 1973-77 as compared to 1797 in 
1961-62 showing an increase of 116 villages. 
Table 1. Census on Marine Fishing Villages, Fishermen Population and Fishing Crafts HSSl-eZj in India 
SI. No. Name of State 
Number of Total Marine 
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(Excluding Goa, Andamans & Laccadives) 
2. There are 1,365 landing centres. 
3. The total marine fishermen population and the 
active fishermen in India increased to 14.35 lakhs and 
3.23 lakhs respectively, the percentage increase being 
49.66% and 40.63% respectively. Kerala ranks first 
in having maximum number of fishermen population, 
closely followed by Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, 
Maharashtra and Gujarat (excluding Kutch). 
4. The total number of fishing crafts (both mecha-
nised and non-mechanised) during 1973-77 increased 
by 24.142 (26.70%) to 1,14,566. Tamil Nadu has the 
maximum number of fishing crafts followed by Andhra 
Pradesh, Kerala and Maharashtra. In respect of mech-
nised fishing crafts, Maharashtra ranks first, Gujarat, 
Tamil Nadu, Karnataka and Kerala coming next in the 
order. 
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* Census covers only Contai coast of Midnapur district. 
** Excluding Kutch region 
5. There are 7,38,984 fishing gears in the country. 
West Bengal and Orissa (Table 3) 
1. The number of fishing villages decreased to 
179 from 182 recorded during 1961-62. 
2. The total fishermen population and the active 
fishermen increased by 25,141 and 5,642 reaching 61,082 
and 15,076 respectively. 
3. An increase of 3,831 in respect of fishing crafts 
was seen during 1973-77 survey. 
4. There are 40,760 fishing gears consisting of 
shore seine, nylon gillnet, gill net, drift net, drag net, bag 
net, boat seine, hooks and lines and others. 
Andhra Pradesh (Table 4) 
1. The total number of fishing villages increased 
to 408. Srikakulam district has the maximum number 
of fishing villages while West Godavari district accounts 
for the minimum. 
2. Both the total marine fishermen population 
and the active fishermen showed an increase of 100,577 
(73.47%) and 16,892 (35.41%) respectively. In respect 
of total marine fishermen population Srikakulam district 
has the maximum number, West Godavari district 
accounting for the minimum number. But in respect 
of active fishermen population Vishakapatnam district 
records the highest number, West Godavari district 
having the lowest number. 
3. The total number of fishing crafts increased by 
6,222 (33.49%) to 26,394. While Srikakulam district 
has the maximum number of fishing crafts, West Goda-
wari district possesses the minimum number. 
4. There are 66,280 fishing gears comprising of 
shore-seine, nylon gill net, bottom set gill net, gill net, 
drift net, drag net, bag net, boat seine, hooks and lines 
and others. 
Tamil Nadu (Induding Pondidierry) 
Since the estimates of marine fish production in 
Tamil Nadu and Pondicherry were combined until 1964, 
the frame survey data collected during 1961-62 do not 
have separate information for these two states. During 
1973-77, however, separate information is available for 
these two states. From Table 1, and Table 2 it is seen 
that in Tamil Nadu (including Pondicherry) the total 
number of fishing villages, the total number of fisher-
men population, the active fishermen and the number 
of fishing crafts during 1973-77 showed an increase of 
32; 90, 132; 15,516 and 4,187 respectively as compared 
to 1961-62. 
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Tamil Nadu (Table 5) 
1. There are 374 fishing villages in Tamil Nadu 
alone. The Tanjore district has the maximum number 
of fishing villages, Madras district having the minimum. 
2. The total marine fishermen population and the 
active fishermen during 1973-77 were 288,586 and 68,317 
respectively. Kanyakumari district has the maximum 
number of both total marine fishermen population and 
the active fishermen while Pudukottai district accounts 
for the lowest number of both total marine fishermen 
population and active fishermen. 
3. There are 32,034 fishing crafts in Tamil Nadu, 
the maximum being in Kanyakumari district and the 
minimum in Pudukottai district. 
4. There are 159,255 fishing gears consisting of 
shore-seine, nylon gill net, bottom set gill net, gill net, 
drift net, drag net, bag net, boat seine, hooks and lines 
and others. 
4. The total number of fishing gears are 2,777 
comprising of shore-seine, gill net, drift net, drag net, 
bag net, boat seine, hooks and lines and others. 
Pondicherry (Table 3) 
1. There are 21 fishing villages in Pondicherry. 
2. The total marine fishermen population and 
the number of active fishermen are 16,414 and 3,785 res-
pectively. 
3. There are 1,814 fishing crafts consisting of 47 
mechanised boats and 1,767 non-mechanised boats. 
Kerala (Table 6) 
1. The total number of fishing villages declined 
by 11 to 268. This was due to closure of some fishing 
villages and shifting of fishing activities to the neigh-
bouring villages. Cannanore and Trivandrura districts 
have the maximum number of villages with 52 and 51 
numbers respectively while Ernakulam district has the 
minimum number with 18 fishing villages. 
Table 4 Census on Marine Fishing Villages, Fishermen Population, Fishing Crafts and Gears (191^-11) 
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2. The total number of marine fishermen popu-
lation increased by 58,078 (17.39%) reaching 391,900. 
The number of active fishermen also showed an increase 
of 6,657 (8.97%). While Trivandrum district has the 
maximum fishermen population and active fishermen, 
Emakulam district possesses the minimum number of 
total fishermen and Trichur district the minimum num-
ber of active fishermen. 
3. An increase of 2,077 in the number of fishing 
crafts is seen during the 1973-77 survey bringing the 
total number to 22,744. The maximum and minimum 
number of fishing crafts are found in the districts of 
Trivandrum and Ernakulam respectively. 
4. There are 33,396 fishing gears comprising of 
shore-seine, nylon gill net, bottom set gill net, gill net, 
drift net, drag net, bag net, trawl net, boat seine, en-
circling net, hooks and lines and others. 
and active fishermen. North Kanara district having the 
minimum. 
Karnataka (Table 3) 
1. An increase of 14 numbers is noticed in the total 
number of fishing villages. While North Kanara 
district has 73 numbers, South Kanara district has 72 
numbers. 
2. The total marine fishermen population showed 
an increase of 47,186 (47.75%) to 98,832. The number 
of active fishermen also increased by 12,777. South 
Kanara district has the maximum number of both total 
3. An increase of 935 in respect of total number 
of fishing crafts is seen bringing the number to 7,292. 
North Kanara district possesses the maximum number 
of fishing crafts, the minimum number being in South 
Kanara district. 
4. There are 25,066 fishing gears consisting of 
Rampani, shore-seine, nylon gill net, bottom set gill net, 
gill net, drift net, drag net bag net, purse-seine, trawl 
net, hooks and lines and others. 
Table 5 Census on Marine Fishing Villages, Fishermen Population, Fishing 
in Tamil Nadu 
Crafts and Gears (\91l-ll) 
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For the first time frame survey was conducted in 
the Union territory of Goa during 1973-77. The 
salient features are:-
4. There are 2,563 fishing gears consisting of 
Rampani, shore-seine, gill net, drag net, purse-seine, 
trawl net, hooks and lines and others. 
1. There are 40 fishing villages in this State. Maharashtra (Table 7) 
2. The total marine fishermen population and the 
active fishermen are 14,865 and 4,067 respectively. 
1. The total number of marine fishing villages in-
creased by 34. While Ratnagiri district has the maxi-
mum number of fishing villages. Greater Bombay 
district possesses the minimum number. 
2. An increase of 97,888 (94.55%) and 20,841 
(100.69%) is seen in respect of total and active fisher-
men bringing their totals to 201,423 and 41,539 respec-
tively. The maximum and minimum number in these 
two categories are seen in Ratnagiri and Greater 
Bombay districts respectively. 
3. The total number of fishing crafts is 10,322 
showing an increase of 2,428. The maximum number 
of fishing crafts is seen in Ratnagiri district and the 
minimum in Thane district. 
4. There are 249,103 fishing gears consisting of 
shore-seine, nylon gill net, gill net, drag net, trawl net, 
bag net and others. 
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Gujarat (Table 8) Fish processing (Table 9) 
1. The total number of fishing villages in Gujarat 
(excluding Kutch) was 179, 
2. The total marine fishermen population and the 
number of active fishermen are 124,586 and 22,518 res-
pectively. Bulsar district has the maximum number of 
fishermen population as well as active fishermen. While 
Bhavanagar district accounts for minimum number of 
the same. 
3. There are 5,931 fishing crafts in this State, 
Bulsar district accounting for the maximum and Bhava-
nagar district having the minimum. 
4. As many as 159,784 fishing gears comprising 
of nylon gill net, gill net, drift net, drag net, bag net, 
trawl net, hooks and lines and others are recorded in\ 
this State. 
1. There are 264 freezing plants, 64 canning plants 
131 ice making plants, 83 peeling sheds, 31 fish meal 
plants and 319 cold storages in the country. The figure 
do not include the number of minor and temporary 
peeling sheds. 
2. Kerala has the maximum number of fish pro-
cessing plants with 103 freezing plants, 39 canning 
plants, 50 ice making plants, 46 peeling' sjieds, 3 fish 
meal plants and 131 cold storages. Tamil Nadu ranks 
next with 43 freezing plants, 4 canninig; plants, 32 ice 
making plants, 4 peeling sheds, 5 fish meal plants and 
57 cold storages. The details of fish processing plants 
in oliier maritime States of India are shown in Table 9. 
Fisheries Co-o|^atives (Table 10) 
l : There are 2,759 prin^ary ^sheries co-operative 
societies in the country of which only 74^ "fHflctlOft 
efficiently showing profit, forming about 27 % of the 
total number of fisheries co-operative societies. 
2. Kerala ranks first in the total number of pri-
mary co-operative societies, but only 13.2% of them are 
showing profit. 
3. There are 381 co-operative societies in Maha-
rashtra, ranking first in running them efficiently. 47.5% 
of the total number of co-operative societies are running 
with profit. 
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Source: Department of Fisheries, Govt, of Maharashtra, Bombay 
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% of actual to total population 17.9 
Fishing crafts: 
Plank built boat 
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* Excluding Kutch region 
Table 9 Distribution of Freezing Plamts, Canning Plants etc. in Maritime States of India as on 31-12-1977 
(Plant capacity in tonnes per day) 
State 
Freezing Canning 
Total Total Total Total 
No. Capacity No. Capacity 
Ice making Peeling Fish meal Cold storage 
Total Total Total Total Total Total Total Total 






















































































































































SDurce: Mirine Products Export Development Authority, Cochin-16. 
Table 10 Performance of Primary Fisheries Co-operatives in the the Maritime States of India 













































































2,759 748 1,696 315 27.1 
Source: Report of the National Commission on Agruiculture, 1976. 
Contribution by small scale fisheries sector in 
marine fish production (Tables 11 & 12) 
total 
Table 11 gives the gearwise estimates of 
marine fish production in various maritime States of 
India during 1977. The production by boats operated 
by outboard motors and other power driven boats par-
ticularly in Maharashtra and Gujarat States are 
excluded. The salient features are:-
Kerala ranks first in respect of marine fish produ-
ction by the small scale fisheries sector, its share being 
237,613 tonnes forming about 39 % of the total all India 
landings by the small scale fisheries sector, closely 
followed by Tamil Nadu (26%) and Andhra Pradesh 
{12%). 
At all India level boat-seine contributed to the 
maximum catch (29.54%), the other important gears 
gill net and bag net contributing 26.70% and 11.89% 
respectively. 
Kerala occupies the first place in respect of land-
ings by boat seine, followed by Tamil Nadu and 
Andhra Pradesh. 
In respect of gill net operations, Tamil Nadu takes 
the lead, followed by Andhra Pradesh and Kerala. 
Maharashtra contributes to the maximum landings 
by bag net followed by Kerala and Tamil Nadu. 
Details of important fishes caught, fishing season 
and contribution in respect of both catch and value by 
the small scale fisheries sector are shown in Table 12. 
The total value of marine fish produced by small scale 
fisheries sector during 1977 in India (excluding Kutch 
in Gujarat State, Andamans and Lakshadweep) was 
Rs. 10,750 lakhs forming about 46.9% of the total 
value of fish produced. 
Kerala ranks first in respect of production in this 
sector.the value of which being Rs. 4,801 lakhs followed 
by Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh. Pondicherry 
State accounts for the minimum catch with the value 
of Rs. 56 lakhs. 
































































































































































































































Table 12 Details of important fishes caught, fishing season, contribution in respect of both catch and value by the small scale fisheries 
sector during 1977 
SI. Name of State 
No. 
Important fishes caught 
Major Contribution by small 
fishing scale fisheries sector 
season Catch in Value in 
tonnes lakhs rupees 
Coutribution by TOTAL 
mechanised sector Catch Value 
Catch in Value in in in lakhs 
tonnes lakhs rupees tonnes rupees 
1. West Bengal Sciaenids, Harpodon nehereus 
Anchovies and other cluepids 
2. Orissa Hilsa ilisha, elasmobranchs, 
pomfrets, and catfishes 
3. Andhra Pradesh Lesser sardines, sciaenids, 
Anchovies and ribbonflsh 
4. Tamil Nadu Lesser sardines, elasmobranchs, 
silver bellies and catfishes 





Oil sardine, lesser sardines, 
mackerel and penaeid prawns 
Oil sardine and mackerel 
Lesser sardines and mackerel 
9. Harpodon neherues, non penaeid 
prawns and penaeid prawns 
10. Gujarat Harpodon nehereus and sciaenids 
(Excluding Kutch) 




















































































604,894 10,750 643,803 12,252 12,48,697 23,002 
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